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Project started Jaruary 2011
Project finished Movarmibor 2013
Size ol housa A18s0m

Bulld cost £57 5,000
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eadan’s sibarbs were anee studded with markes
] gankens - fertile plot where frun s vegeiables

d were grown io feed the populace, And while

many of these pleces of land ko kg sines

been busied beneath bricks and mortar, there are still a few
fiorgmetzen wurvivors o e foamd

This was the natare of the plot that was pacchased by Jake
#nd Karherine Edghey b 2000, A former marker gasden bn
south et Lonscdon, the lerad eie behingd 2 row ol Victordan
perraces and el been left unpouched for ot Rease 30 years
while nemure took in course, covering the ground in 8 g
of self-areded speamiote tees and jvy. Now, hivever, if has
been eramfoermed; the oouple has bullt s contemprrary home
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that's complesely at odds with the former wildness, yet pays
homage te the phot's pastoral Eissory,

The property his & courrvand Tayoot, with e updenishle
renirsder of its bintory ut the hea: 8 gnaskd, conneny-old
pear troe, which sl beurs frus. "We dada’t even know the
tree was here when we bought the ploc st soction,” s
Jake, an architect wha designed the hosse for his famidy
(Katherine phu children Sadic, s, Lcila, Koar, mnad buby
Finn), "When | cune 5o vl the sice, i was w0 overgrown
that T could ondy get about & couple of metres in

Inconwemonsly, the posr tree was o thind of the wiy dong
the phot, but there wat never any question of removing it.
Inseead, it has boen tumed o & vistue - i the fulonam
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There’s a lol of while in modern
architecture — I by 1o creale more
atmosphere and richness’

sround which the buildmg unfolds. 1t even gave the place
its rurmes Pear Tree House, 'Aa an archieec, ir's scnaally
great to heve contrsings ke thar,' says lue. ‘Ic's often how
you creste something interoting.” The properry hay pwn
wings that face cach other, with the conuenymred in the centre
and 1 vingle-story glared link uniting the design., “Ir fecls
wery light and glassy, but slso peivace, becanse the glasing
srrenends the coartvand,’ fake :|:|'||llﬂl. Lrne whng hoiscs

& sexting srea that leals down o o ldochen-dicer, with o
jhazedt wlicing doot 1o the gasden. Upstaies are rwo guest
bedrooms and & srudy area. The other wing feanares the
wnuin extrenee, a playroom and luosdne, with 2 seool
stabrcase lesding io four more bedmomss,

The: couple had 1o chop down a1 least 50 trees in dear the
wite, which touk a year of negodimnion with concemed neighbour,
Bt it wian trees that provided the nspienting fir the houne's
desigm and materiali, mther than the narrounding cod-brick
Victorian terracen. The |;m1.n.|:| Himir In coiArnsceed from
b -fowmed conaete that s imprinted with the mluanjn
of the Lasch boands used as moulds, while the op foor bas
a tember franse clad ooermally in dark -pgined wood, B
though 1 love the concrese, the nelghbours see andy the timbes,”
sy 8 pragmatic fake. A thin, verdeal irem in gold-anodised
aluminivm ghmmen sgeint the dark dladding. We've =
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tried to minamise hostaontal lines everywhere, with the sinple
ichen that the destgn would blesd in with the trees,” s fuker.

The walls were somcthing of a0 cxperinpent. ] wanned to
explone conenete a2 batlding msterial, and s an archicec
ir's oot the kind of thing you do for the first thme whes you'e
wowrking e sameone lie,’ explaing Jake, 16 pot an off-the-
shelf rechnique.” The structure consists of twao separte leaves
ot conecrete, with o byer of insulation andwiched inde. This
inwoheed bailding up shurtering boards on either slde arl
peecisely holding the insukition in place while the conercte
wras ol in, The wiodomen were 40 skitful,’ wyw Jake of
hirs coperese crmtracton, shis were e used po amajar civil
engineering projects, Instracd of wteel ties halding everything
togeaheer, hasalt-fibne versianm wore F]‘tﬂiﬁn]-‘#hldl'lh muchi
srronprer anud miniomise heat ransfer scross the wrall,

The layoast in & great example of Tow to make a lange house
foe! dameitic in scalr, “Same simple ahift of sghtlioes mew
there are glimpees of thirg, bur you never see everything,
aays Jake. Irsterior materiali also heby tw soften the ook of
the conete, with oak vencer used in wall chubding, window
trareve arwd for a1l the staragr, inchiding the kétchen. "There’s
a lot of whiteness in modem architectare and | adways uy
e fimid wiys of bringing mone atmosphese and riclies o
projects.” says Jake. “When you've got 3 cold, concrete
bulldding, valk is & really nice consrase.” Soft farnishingy, such
us rugs andd brightly colowned felt carmabng in the bednzis,
absorls sound and make the place feel homely. 1e's quire
aechutectuml downstairs, but more breezy and sinple
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igpetairs,’ adkds Jake The custom-pabneed Teed wardesbes and
sl Finailenien flsor wre econcemical s well a1 colousfil,

Asicle fmm his ingenious concrete caviry walls, Jake hai
rmphiyed other dever idess, The upriain windows” ars in
Fact fxed panes of glaws, with sdjicent, sepuaie openings for
verttilation. Downstairs, low boiki-in storage amniog abong
thit walls conceals prpevwneks snd exbiles st Alour level. The
couiplle Tan abeo chriftidy ugilised the larch boasds thas mads
the farmwndk, repurposing them s subleor fendng. An
abr wnpice bt pump warms the home, while hot watee
evetue frrm thermodynemic panel on the rood,

e experimental ramre of this scheme meant that the
couple didn' fade on & mais costrsetor = & rognbie bullder
ooulkdn’t have couted a job thus had o many enknewne
Instead, they emgiloyed w experienced friend ta help project
manage, and did much of the buying themsches, The big
thirg that Jake sy be's kearsed b exaaly whar builders do’
= fiot sa much the comstnaction iesell, Dot the seurd g amd
timely schedhiling of goods and labaur. The anorthedo:
devekopreent also socownes for the rwo-plis yesr e liouse
ok dninmplete, amill Jaloe is thankdial thas it Gmlly feels
Tike & booimie, amd nast o Im-j',n,'l:"

Katherine and Jake hwve Linge families and, unmrprisingdy,
Prar Tree Houwse has hesoms 3 place whers everyome gathers
fiur higg ccasions, Bosin's slio a peacefiil, priviee family home
- with the pear free never fur frem view, T guite conl when
we wake up, wys lake "The ki come e the bedroom and
e ull warch the squireels mankng sround in the e
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